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2. FRR President message
A tour to New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji is always a real opportunity of a rugby confrontation for a national team, irrespective of its name. One can say that the Southern Hemisphere is the country of rugby and anyone wishes to experience, live, such an adventure. For Romania, the tours in this area of the world start to be a tradition. We have been in All Blacks’ land in 1975, we came back at the Rugby World Cup in 1987 and, then, we returned for another tour in 1991. Each time, the games played here helped us in getting precious victories in the next matches, by defeating France or Scotland. Moreover, for any rugby player such an experience is like a initiating trip: you come back, really more conscious that the game with the oval ball can be the reason for which the sun is rising every morning.
This time, Romania is preparing for the World Cup 2011, that returns to its origins, in New Zealand. We have a team of young players, willing to achieve the great performance and the technical staff is also made up of coaches coming from this country. For us, it is, as a matter of fact, the beginning of the adventure that prepares the RWC 2011. I believe that, both in New Zealand and in Samoa and Fiji, we will experience beautiful and spectacular matches and, moreover, capable to fuse our team.  I thank our hosts for the chance they give us to play against them and I wish the Romanian players to have games as good as possible. May the rugby game triumph!
George Straton

President of the Romanian Rugby Federation

The third tour of Romania in New Zealand
The history of Romania’s tours to New Zealand begins in the autumn of 1974, when the New Zealand team Waitamata makes a tour to Romania and plays two matches, against Bucharest selection and Constanta selection. They lost the first one and won the second, but, the most important thing is that they gave birth to a friendship with our players and stimulated our visit to New Zealand.
“Next year, after some very tough physical tests, was made up the squad that traveled to New Zealand. We had won the European Cup and had a strong team, that would get, later on, wonderful results, including a victory against France. As a matter of fact, our best players made this tour” remembers Mircea Paraschiv, the scrum half who became captain and coach of our team and who is now the ambassador of Romanian rugby.

The coach, Valeriu Irimescu, wanted, by all means, to play during this tour and he did it, even if he was 33 years old. The most difficult game was against Manawatu, that beat us by a difference of 19 points. “It was then when we felt the weariness, after 2 games won by us and many tough training sessions. But we took, soon, our revenge and won two games one after the other. It was really difficult to get such victories, as we always played against teams that had another playing style in the field. That was why all the matches were true tests for us”, explains Paraschiv.
The match that ended our tour was against Juniors All Blacks. The first XV of this team was made up of rugby players, who were supposed to write the history for New Zealand: Graham Mourie, Doug Rollerson and Dave Lovebridge. Graham Mourie scored then two tries, the only ones of the New Zealanders, and the final score was 10-10. For our team, the tries were scored by Dumitru Alexandru and Ion Constantin and converted by Mihai Bucos.
Our team made another tour to New Zealand in 1991. One of the contests of the Romanians was against New Zealand U21 and that was also the most severe defeat, 30-60.

The balance of this tour was in favour of Romania: 5 victories of 8 games. These matches helped our team to win, some months later, against Scotland, in Bucharest, 18-12, and defeat Fiji at the World Cup, the same year. “The players travelling to New Zealand now will understand how much it means to get to rugby’s country. Only there you feel what this sport really means”, says George Sava, a member of that tour squad, to our players, who are leaving Romania on 1st September. At that tour, the New Zealander Ross Cooper became the coach of  the Romanian team, that he had been training during one year.
Romania is making its first tour now in Samoa and Fiji.

Romania’s results in the New Zealand tour – 1975

     Romania – Poverty Bay 19-12 
     
     Romania – Waikato 14-9 
     
     Romania – Manawatu 9-28 
     
     Romania - North Auckland 0-3 
     
     Romania - Marlborough 21-6 
     
     Romania – Southland 12-9 
     
     Romania - South Cantebury 4-12 
     
     Romania - Juniors All Blacks 10-10

Romania’s results in the New Zealand tour – 1991

     
     Romania – Wanganui 26-18 
     
     Romania – Horowhenua 48-12 
     
     Romania - Wairarapa Bush 25-32 
     
     Romania - Hawkes Bay 17-24 
     
     Romania - Combinata King 28-6 
     
     Romania - Noua Zeelanda U21 30-60 
     
     Romania - Counties Manukau 30-17 
     
     Romania - Thames Valley 30-7

ROMANIA PACIFIC TOUR SQUAD 
     

PROPS
Radu Basalau

Born: 15.05.1985

Height: 184cm

Weight:108kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 8

Points: 5 

Constantin Dumitru

Born: 12.07.1989

Height: 184cm
Weight: 120kg
Club: Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U17, U18, U19, U20

Mihaita Lazar

Born: 03.11.1986

Height:186cm

Weight: 115kg

Club: CS Poli Iasi

Caps: 4

Nicolae Nere

Born: 16.12.1981

Heigh: 185cm
Weight: 118kg
Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 8

Points: 5

HOOKERS
Daniel Bejan

Born: 11.04.1987

Height: 182cm
Weight: 110kg
Club: RCJ Farul Constanta

Caps: 0

Points: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U18, U19

Florin Tasca

Born: 15.01.1980

Height: 174cm

Weight:106kg

Club:Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 3

Points: 5

Bogdan Zebega

Born: 21.02.1984

Height: 184cm

Weight:108kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 23

Points: 5

SECCOND ROW

Bogdan Petreanu

Born: 10.08.1988

Height: 186cm
Weight: 110kg
Club: RCJ Farul Constanta

Caps: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U17, U20

Valentin Popirlan

Born: 12.06.1987

Height: 195cm

Weight: 108kg

Club: Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 7

Points: 10

Valentin Ursache

Born: 08.12.1985

Height: 193cm

Weight:115kg

Club: RCM U Baia Mare

Caps: 23

Marius Sirbe

Born: 2/3/1987
Height: 1.96cm
Weight: 115kg
Club: RC Narbonne (France)

Caps: 1

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U17, U18, U19

Zane Winsdale

Born: 17.04.1983

Height: 184cm
Weight: 96kg
Club: RCJ Farul Constanta

Caps: 0

FLANKERS
Daniel Carpo

Born: 26.11.1984

Height: 190cm

Weight: 95kg

Club: RCJ Farul Constanta

Caps: 7

Alexandru Grigore

Born: 08.09.1986

Height: 192cm

Weight: 102kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 1

Mihai Macovei

Born: 29.10.1986

Heigh: 194cm

Weight: 103kg

Club: RCM U Baia Mare

Caps: 11

Points: 5

Costica Mersoiu

Born: 30.10.1977

Height: 190cm

Weight: 106kg

Club: Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 38

Points: 35

SCRUM HALF

Valentin Ivan

Born: 16.09.1988

Height: 175cm
Weight: 85kg
Club: Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 1

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U18, U19, U20

Florin Surugiu

Born: 10.12.1984

Height: 169cm

Weight: 71kg

Club: Olimpia Bucharest

Caps: 3

FLY HALF

Ben Aoina

Born: 01.08.1982???

Height: 184cm
Weight: 87kg
Club: RCJ Farul Constanta

Caps: 0

Ionut Dimofte

Born: 30.09.1984

Height: 186cm

Weight: 94kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 31

Points: 44

CENTRE

Ionel Cazan

Born: 25.11.1988

Height: 180cm

Weight: 89kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U19, U20

Catalin Dascalu

Born: 13.04.1984

Height: 185cm

Weight: 98kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 16

Points: 15

Csaba Gal

Born: 07.03.1985

Heigh: 183cm

Weigh: 93kg

Club: Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 19

Daniel Nainer

Born: 22.01.1987

Height: 178cm
Weight: 80kg
Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U18, U19

WINGS

Gheorghita Bigiu

Born: 09.03.1984

Heigh: 181cm

Weight: 90kg

Club: Dinamo Bucharest

Caps: 7

Points: 5

Madalin Lemnaru

Born: 26.03.1989

Height: 187cm
Weight: 94kg
Club: RC Brasov

Caps: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U18, U20

Dorin Manole

Born: 5/8/1986
Height: 180cm
Weight: 82kg
Club: Universitatea Cluj

Caps: 0

Honnors: Previoulsy represented Romania U17, U18, U19

Jeff Lapana Makapelu

Born: 1/5/1987
Height: 174cm
Weight: 90kg
Club: RCJ Farul Constanta

Caps: 0

FULLBACKS

Danut Dumbrava

Born: 06.08.1981

Heigh: 187cm

Weight: 94kg

Club: Steaua Bucharest

Caps: 41

Points: 184

Florin Vlaicu

Born: 26.07.1986

Heigh: 186cm

Wwight: 98kg

Club: Steaua  Bucharest

Caps: 19

Points: 108
    

Director of rugby: Ellis Meachen
DIRECTOR OF RUGBY  TONGA 2006-2007 RWC 

NZ COLTS -Selector -Technical Adviser   2004/2005

Coach: Marin Mot
Coach Steaua Bucharest 2003-2007  

Coach Bucharest ECC 2003-2007  

Assistant coach: Alexandru Marin
Coach  FRR U/19 2004/05/06 

Physical trainer: Steve McDowall
1987 RWC All Blacks Champion

Doctor: Laura Bara
Kineto: Dragos Catescu

Video Analyst: Mircea Mateescu

Rugby Ambasador: Mircea Paraschiv

1975-1987 RWC Player

Manager: Radu Constantin. 


ROMANIA’S TOUR TO THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE 
     
1st-29th September 
     
6th September: New Zealand Marist vs Romania XV 
Liston Park Stadium, 11:30

9th September: Auckland Development vs Romania XV 
Western Spring Stadium, 19:00

13th September: Waikato Development vs Romania XV 
Rugby Park Stadium, 15:00

20th September: Samoa A vs Romania A 
Apia Park Stadium, 14:00

27th September: Fiji A vs Romania A
Nadi Park Stadium, 12:00
Romania’s record in the matches against New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji

Romania is not playing now for the first time against the teams of New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji. As for the national selections or representative teams of these countries, the Romanian had one match against Samoa and Fiji and 4 games played against various teams representing New Zealand. The record shows victories of the “Oaks”  against Samoa and Fiji, plus a draw and 3 defeats against the All Blacks.
Romania’s victory against the Samoa’s team came in 1989, in Bucharest, when it made a tour to Europe. We won then by 32-24 in a match with 9 tries, 6 for Romania and 3 for Samoa. Rolagi Koko (2) and Keneti Sio scored the tries for Samoa, while Andy Aiolupo converted and added 3 penalty kicks.

The success against Fiji occurred at the World Cup 1991, in a match played in France, in Brive. 17-15 for Romania was the score in that match, the full back Opeti Turuva scoring 2 tries for Fiji. The difference was made by the 3 Romanian tries.

A very interesting fact relating to the Romanian-Fijian confrontations is that the present coach of the Fijian national team, Ili Tabua, was the opponent of Romania at the World Cup of 1995, playing number 6 in the national team of Australia. The Wallabies won by 42-3.

The contests between Romania and the selections from New Zealand began in 1975, when the Romanian team, making a tour to this country, managed a draw with New Zealand Juniors, 10-10, in Wellington. In 1981, New Zealand came to Bucharest and the match was played on 23 August stadium. It was a very spectacular match, at whose end the All Blacks won by 14-6. Andy Dalton and Jamie Salmon scored the tries for New Zealand. In 1991, Romania made another tour in this country and played against New Zealand U21. The host team won by 60-30. The most recent contest took place at the World Cup 2007 on the stadium in Toulouse, where All Blacks won by 85-8, also due to the 3 tries scored by Rokocoko.
*

30.08.1975 (Wellington): New Zealand Juniors – Romania 10-10

24.10.1981 (Bucharest): Romania – New Zealand 6-14 (test match)

09.06.1991 (Wellington): New Zealand U21 – Romania 60-30

29.09.2007 (Toulouse): Romania – New Zealand 8- 85 (2007 RWC)

*

14.10.1989 (Bucharest): Romania – Samoa 32-24 (test match)

*

12.10.1991 (Brive): Romania – Fiji 17-15 (1991 RWC)

Romania adopted the New Zealand style 

Lately, the Romanian national team had French coaches, on whose basis they wanted to bring better results to the rugby game in the Carpathians. 5 technical experts from the Hexagon managed our team, two of them, having taken it to the World Cup of 2003 and 2007. But before them, two coaches from New Zealand worked at the national team. Ross Cooper, the former coach of Chiefs, was councilor of Romania during the World Cup of 1991 and between 1999 and 2000 the coach of the “Oaks” was John Philips. At present, the national team of Romania returned to the New Zealander style for preparing for the World Cup 2011.
Immediately after the RWC 2007, as director of rugby of Romania’s selection was appointed Ellis Meachen. He is the former manager and assistant coach of Tonga’s national team, technical director and selector-coach of the U21 selection of New Zealand, with which he won the World Championship in 2004 and played the semi-final in 2005. His role is to implement a global strategy at Romania’s junior and senior selections, as well as to make up a team that should go to the World Cup 2011. Since his coming, the Romanian team has been relying, 90%, on the players playing in the internal championship, most of them being under 25 years of age.
Beside Ellis Meachen is the former international All Blacks player, the prop Steve McDowall. With 46 caps in All Blacks selection and world champion in 1987 with this team, McDowall is dealing with the physical training of the Romanians and he is responsible for increasing its level up to the optimum standard for the matches against the major rugby nations. During the last weeks before the Pacific tour, in Romania’s camp, was also present another well known technician from New Zealand, Murray Roulston, who also dealt with the training of the three-quarters’ line of the Highlanders and Hurricanes teams. He trained our team precisely for managing to get out of a “forward line team” complex, such as Romania is known in world rugby.

In the Romanian team for this tour there are three “foreign” players, who could become eligible for the “Oaks”, if they choose  to play for our national team. It’s about the New Zealanders Ben Aoina (fly half) and Zane Winsdale (third row), together with Jeff Lapana Makapelu from Samoa (wing). They have been recently transferred to Farul Constanta, one of the teams aspiring to the title in Romania.
The New Zealander technical staff of Romania

Ellis Meachen – director of rugby (since 2008)

Steve McDowall – physical trainer (since June 2008)

Murray Roulston – technical consultant (in August 2008)

Romania is preparing for the World Cup in New Zealand

This tour of the Romanian national team in the Pacific is part of the training campaign for the qualification at the World Cup 2011, a competition that will be organized in New Zealand. The average age of the Romanian team is of 24 years and most of the players can play in this tour. Romania’s qualification for the World cup 2011 starts with the edition 2009-2010 of the European Nations Cup (known as the 6 Nations B). Here, the Romanians must come on the 1st place against Georgia, Russia and Portugal, in order to go directly to the most important competition in the world.
Till now, Romania has not missed any edition of the World Cup, taking part in all the 6 editions. All started with the noteworthy tour of 1987 in New Zealand and the most recent presence of the “Oaks” was the competition of 2007, in France.
Our team has until now 5 victories in the record at the World Cup. The only edition when we won no match was in 1995.

Romania’s victories at the RWC

1987: Romania – Zimbabwe 21-20 (at Eden Park)
1991: Romania – Fiji 17-15 (at Stade Municipal, Brive)
1999: Romania – USA 27-25 (at Lansdowne Road)
2003: Romania – Namibia 37-7 (at York Park, Launceston)
2007: Romania – Portugal 14-10 (at Stade Municipal, Toulouse)
Romania Pacific Squad Tour Facts

Total number of players: 30

- They came from 9 different clubs; 8 of them compete in Romanian National Division and the other is in Top14, France (Narbonne)

Youngest player: Constantin Dumitru (prop) – 19 years 

- He was born on the same year (1989) when Romania had the anti-comunist revolution, in which Florica Murariu (Romania national team captain) was killed. 

Most experienced Player: Costica Mersoiu (flanker) – 30 years & 38 caps

- He was captain of Romania in 12 games and played at 2007 RWC, in France

Uncapped players: 9

- Allmost a quarter of the squad is facing the debut in Romania national team, after playing for different age grade representatives 

Best point scorer: Danut Dumbrava (fullback) – 148 points

- He is also the player with most caps in Romania squad, playing so far 41 games for Oaks. His debut was in 2002 against Wales

 Returning to New Zealand: Mircea Paraschiv (romanian rugby ambasador)

- He was part of the original 1975 tour squad in New Zealand and then he played in 1987 RWC. Now he is part of romanian delegation 

Rugby in Romania
Rugby Players – 7.000

Rugby Clubs – 65

Female Players – 585

Referees: 135

First international game: 1919, Romania – USA 0-21

Last international game: 2008, Emerging South Africa – Romania 25-13
Total international games: 329, with 191 wins, 131 loses and 7 draw

Notable games: Romania – France 15-0 (1980 at Bucharest); Wales – Romania 9-15 (1988 at Arms Park); Romania – Scotland 28-22 (1984 at Bucharest); Romania – Scotland 18-12 (1991 at Bucharest); Ireland – Romania 13-13 (1980 at Lansdowne Road); Romania – Italy 69-0 (1977 at Bucharest), 

First club game: 1913

Current club champions: Dinamo Bucharest

National Honnors: bronz medal at 1924 Olympic Games, three times winner of European Nations Cup (Six Nations B)

Club Honnors: Grivita Rosie – 1964 European Rugby Cup champions, Dinamo Bucharest - 1966 European Rugby Cup champions

Internal championships: Divizia Nationala (12 teams first league); Divizia A (10 teams seccond league); U19&U18 Divizia Nationala (12 teams first league); U17 Regional Championship; Womens 7’s  National League, Rugby 7’s National Championship

Clubs in European Cup: Bucharest Oaks will play in 2008-2009 Challenge Cup group C against Worcester (Eng), Bourgoin (Fra) and Petrarca (Ita)

National team symbol: The Oak leaf since 1981

The slogan of the national team: Through our veins flow oval cells!

ROMANIA TOUR HOTELS
	City / Country
	Hotel
	Days
	Adress
	Phone

	North Harbour / NZ
	Millenium Institute
	3-8 sept
	17 Antares Place, Mairangi Bay, North Shore City, North Harbour
	+64.9.477.2000

	Auckland / NZ
	Garden Inn
	8-10 sept
	10 Tidal Rd Mangere Auckland
	+64.9.275.0194

office@gardeninn.co.nz 

	Hamilton / NZ
	Southern Cross Hotel
	10-14 sept
	222 Ulster Street, Hamilton
	+64.7.838.3299
Hamilton@southerncrosshotel.co.nz

	Auckland / NZ
	Garden Inn
	14-15 sept
	10 Tidal Rd Mangere Auckland
	+64.9.275.0194

office@gardeninn.co.nz 

	Apia / Samoa
	Tusi Tala Kitano
	14-23 sept
	Apia

Beach Walk St.
	(685) 21122
kitano@kitano.ws

	Nandi / Fiji
	Macombo Novotel
	24-27 sept
	Nandi
	

	Auckland / NZ
	Crowne Plaza
	27-29 sept
	128 Albert Street, Auckland
	+64.9.3021111

reservations@crowneplazaauckland.co.nz

	
	
	Telefon
	Ellis Meachen (NZ)
	+64.21.246.06.04


FLIGHTS 

	Date
	Flight
	From-To
	Take off  *
	Landing *
	Time

	1 septembre
	OS 788
	Bucuresti – Viena
	18:00
	21:40
	1h 45’

	1 septembre
	OS 025
	Viena – Bangkok
	23:20
	14:20 (2 sept)
	10h

	2 septembie 
	TG 989
	Bangkok – Auckland
	18:00
	10:25 (3 sept)
	11h 25’

	15 septembre
	NZ 862
	Auckland – Apia (Samoa)
	06:30
	11:25 (14 sept!)
	

	23 septembre
	FJ 252
	Apia – Nandi (Fiji)
	02:05
	03:05 (24 sept!)
	

	27 septembre
	NZ 053
	Nandi – Auckland
	17:05
	20:10
	

	29 septembre
	TG 990
	Auckland – Bangkok
	14:15
	21:00
	12h 45’

	29 septembre 
	OS 026
	Bangkok – Viena
	23:55
	05:35 (30 sept)
	10h 40’

	30 septembie
	OS 789
	Viena – Bucuresti
	07:15
	09:55 
	1h 40’


* local time
